
DearDHA Members,

SinceJanuary,theboardof theDisability HistoryAssociationhasbeenworking
to bringthestudyof disabilityhistory to thebroaderworld. As ayoung
organization,manyof theearlystepswe musttaketo ensurefuturestabilityand
longevityrequirepatienceanda fair bit ofunglamorousbureaucratic
machinationsbehindthescenes.I’m pleasedto reportthat wearemaking
importantstridesin anumberofareas.

1. DHA Incorporation.By thefall weshouldbe incorporatedasastand-alone
non-profitentity. This meansthat memberduesandothercontributionswill be
tax-deductibleandthat wewill enjoygreaterlegitimacy,not to mentionw&ll be
moreenticingfor Bifi Gatesandothers,shouldtheywant to give.

2. A scholarshipcommitteehasbeenworkingon establishingguidelinesfor two
DHA Prizesto honoroutstandingwork in thefield. On alternateyearswewill
awardaprizefor thebestbook andthebestarticleby oneofour members.The
committeewill seekout fundingsourcesandestablishcriteria. We hopeto
launchtheprizecompetitionwith muchfanfarein 2007. Only DHA memberswill
be eligible to competefortheseprizes.

3. We areworkingto upgradethe DHA website.We’retrying to strike adelicate
balancebetweenpromotingthefield by makingbibliographyandsyllabi available
to everyoneandhavingbenefitsfor membersonly. Soonwewill introducea
feature:?ResearchTreasures?whereresearcherswill postbrief descriptionsof
excitingdiscoveriesthattheyhopecouldserveasthebasisfor someone’s
researchproject. This would includearchivetips, novels,interestingquestions.
Themembers?-onlysectionwill includeanupdatedmembershipdirectory.

4. Severalof usareworkingwith LindaKerber,PresidentoftheAmerican
HistoricalAssociation,to bring ahigherprofile ofdisability historyto our
colleaguesin theprofession.TheNovemberissueofPerspectiveswill featurea
PresidentialForumon Disability History that will containarticlesabout
incorporatingdisabilityinto researchandteaching,aswell asadiscussionofhow
peoplewith disabilitiescanbe mademorewelcome. Behindthe sceneswe’re
workingto add?disabiity?to thelist ofinterestareasonecandeclarewhen
joining theAHA, establishingguidelinesfor makingtheannualmeetingsmore
accessibleboth intellectuallyandlogistically,and establishinganAHA
Committeeon Disability Issues,muchlike onesthat currentlyexist for women
andminority historians.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We’ll behostinga gatheringattheJanuary2007 AHA meetingin Atlanta - stay
tunedfor details.

MEMBER NEWS



Pleasesubmitanynewsitems- books,awards,importantscholarlymoments- to
mesoI canincludethemin thenextnewsletter.

VOLUNTEER!

DHA hasa numberof areaswherecontributionsfrom ourmemberswould be
verywelcome! Herearesomepossibilities:
--fundraising
--imagesor anyothercontentfor the DHAwebsite
--submissionsfor ?ResearchTreasure?featureregularlyoffering a list oftopics
andresourcesto fostermoreresearchin thefield
--hosta mini-conferenceorworkshopin disability history

ANOTHERWAY TO BENEFITTHE DHA:

We needmembers!Help gettheword outby encouragingcolleagues,friends,
relativestojoin. We’ll give aprizeto thepersonwho signsup themostmembers
by September1, 2006. We’reespeciallyeagerto welcomemembersfrom beyond
the UnitedStates,andto learnof newsof otherevents,conferences,book and
articlepublicationsthatwill encouragescholarlyexchange.

I hopeeveryonehasa relaxingandproductivesummer,insofarasthesedon’t
canceleachotherout. Feelfreeto write to me with anysuggestions,concernsor
anythingelse.

Your fearlessleaderfor 2006,

CathyKudlick


